Catechist

Ongoing Formation

The Way God Teaches: Divine Pedagogy
Read and Reflect
As your parish implements Encounter with Christ, your leaders are
committed to giving you a comprehensive and personal experience in
Sacrament preparation. Ongoing formation assists you in preparing and
accompanying the children and families you serve.
Prior to responding to the following reflection questions, read the essay
titled The Way God Teaches: Divine Pedagogy on pages CG18-CG19
from the Catechist Guide (included at the end of this document). Record
your responses to each of the reflection questions in the spaces provided
or on a separate sheet of paper. Refer to your responses for later
discussion or complete as instructed by your catechetical leader.

For Reflection


Our call as catechists is to bring people into intimacy with Jesus. We
do this by helping our children get to know him by handing on the
revealed truth of our faith. This treasure of faith provides meaning and
purpose for each of our lives. How passionate are you about sharing
the Good News of Jesus Christ with your children?



When we pass on God’s truth well, we are not only using what we
know about how people learn, but we also echo God’s own way of
teaching us his truths. The first step in engaging your children in
learning is to get to know them. How will you begin to do so?
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Ongoing Formation



The Sacraments use our senses—sight, hearing, touch, smell, and
taste—to bring us to an encounter with Christ. How will you help your
children (without talking) experience the signs and symbols used in
the Sacraments?



There is a significant relationship between the content we teach and
the method we use to communicate it. We call that pedagogy. How
will you help yourself remember this important principle each time you
plan a lesson?



The Way God Teaches: Divine Pedagogy

We use the term divine pedagogy to
describe God’s own way of teaching us.
The General Directory for Catechesis (GDC)
tells us that “Catechesis, as communication
of divine Revelation, is radically inspired
by the pedagogy of God, as displayed in
Christ and in the Church” (143).
Our call as catechists is to bring people
into intimacy with Jesus. We do this by
helping our children get to know him by
handing on the revealed truths of our faith.
When we do this well, we are not only
using the best of what we know about
how people learn, but we also echo God’s
own way of teaching us his truths. We
should also respect that, even as we teach
others, God is already active in the heart
of the human person, bringing growth to
the seeds of faith he planted there.
“Pedagogy” and “methodology” are
not exactly one and the same. Rather,
pedagogy refers to the principles that help
us decide both how content is selected
and the methods we use.
The USCCB Committee on Evangelization
and Catechesis states, “With divine
pedagogy as the paradigm and reference
point, the catechist should call on a variety
of methods responsive to the individual’s
age, intellectual development, and
ecclesial and spiritual maturity to serve
the primary object of evangelization and
conversion to Jesus Christ” (Sacramental
Catechesis: An Online Resource for Dioceses
and Eparchies, p. 15).
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THE BREAD AND WINE
Our need for food is not just
for celebrations. We need
food to live. Because Jesus
was human, he needed
food. He knew what it
meant to be hungry.

Y

ou are a child of God, made in his
image and likeness. Everything about
you is important to God!

important to
How is your name
you like
you? Write about why
your name.

Jesus knew better than
anyone that our hearts are
hungry for God. So, Jesus
gave us the Eucharist to
feed our hunger for God.
The bread and wine we use
at Mass will become the
Body and Blood of Christ.

Disciples Sharing What gifts has God
given you to help you when you do this?

on a
You are starting out
. This journey

Wheat bread and grape
wine are the essential signs
of the Sacrament of the
Eucharist. Because this
food will become the Real
Presence of Jesus, we use
special vessels to hold it.
These special containers
are often made of gold or
silver. They are considered
sacred because they hold
the Eucharist.

Chalice

Paten

us
Meet Jes
THE BREAD OF LIFE Jesus tells us, “I am the bread
of life” (John 6:35). God the Father sent his Son so we
could share in God’s life and have the chance to live
forever with him in heaven. At the Last Supper, Jesus
shared himself with his Apostles. In the Eucharist,
Jesus shares his life with us. He gives his own life so
that we can have eternal life. This is a life that never
ends. It is the greatest and most special gift we will
ever receive.

wonderful journey
precious
will lead you to the most
Your
gift you will ever receive.
you to the
preparation will lead
for you.
set
banquet table Jesus has

Get your mind and heart
Here we go!
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Draw one thing you love to do, in
school, at home, or with friends.

ready.
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The pedagogy of God is
invitational and personcentered. God begins by
reaching out to us, not
by waiting for us to come
to him. God also meets
us where we are and
accommodates for our
particular needs.
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Encounter with Christ invites
children to prepare for the
celebration by listening
for God’s voice to speak
to them through scripture
reflection. It uses language
and visuals that engage
children and accounts for
their developmental needs
by providing a variety of
activities in each session.
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God’s pedagogy is
incarnational. God’s plan of
salvation is characterized by
his words and deeds, and
the unity between the two.
From speaking the universe
into existence, to his promise
to Noah and his covenants
with Abraham and Moses, to
the Word made flesh in Jesus
Christ, it is clear that God’s
Word becomes action.
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Encounter with Christ uses
an incarnational pedagogy,
focusing on the person of
Jesus Christ and his Paschal
Mystery. We are immersed
in this mystery each time
we celebrate the Seven
Sacraments. Created by God
in his image, he uses our
senses—sight, hearing,
touch, smell, taste—to bring
us to an encounter with him.

Encounter with Christ reflects five central aspects of the divine pedagogy—the way God teaches.

CG18 Encounter with Christ
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DISCOVER

Scope and Sequence

My Family
in Our Parish

Session 1
We Belong

Session 2
We Gather

Session 3
We Listen and Respond

Informing the Mind
• Identify Baptism, the first
Sacrament we receive, as an
action of the Holy Spirit that
unites us with Christ
• Understand that Jesus is always
with us, especially in the Seven
Sacraments—special signs and
celebrations that allow us to
share in the life and work of God
• Distinguish Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist as
the Sacraments of Initiation
• Relate the saving action of Jesus
on the Cross to the Sign of the
Cross

Informing the Mind
• Understand that we all sin and
need forgiveness
• Identify Sunday as the primary
day for celebration of the
Eucharist
• Examine the important prayers
and gestures in the Introductory
Rites

Informing the Mind
• Recognize and discover the
content of the Book of Gospels
• Understand that in the Mass we
are fed by God’s Word and by
Jesus in Holy Communion
• Order the parts of the Liturgy of
the Word

Informing the Mind
• Know that through Jesus’ sacrifice of
love, we are saved from our sin and
we are offered eternal life
• Make the connection between
temple sacrifice in the Old Testament
and Jesus as the perfect sacrifice, the
Lamb of God
• Realize that when we celebrate the
Eucharist, we are celebrating and
giving thanks for Jesus’ sacrifice for us
• Learn the prayers and actions that
begin the Liturgy of the Eucharist

Informing the Mind
Informing the Mind
• Understand that through the power
• Relate the Paschal Candle to Jesus,
of the Holy Spirit and the words and
the Light of the World
actions of the priest, the bread and
• Discover how in the Concluding Rites
wine become Jesus’ Body and Blood
of the Mass we are blessed and sent
• Connect the Liturgy of the Eucharist
out to give glory to God with our lives
to the Last Supper and the heavenly
• Know that we are strengthened by
banquet
thewith
Eucharist
live as
disciples
esus is always
us.toWe
are
his Body on
• Learn the primary parts of
Earth.
the Eucharistic Prayer and
the He is with us in a special way in every
Communion Rite
Sacrament. In the Sacraments, Jesus offers

Forming the Heart
• Encounter Jesus Christ, the Son
of God
• Become more aware of the
reminders of our Baptism and
how we are children of God
through this Sacrament
• Grow in the desire to live the call
of our Baptism, to share in the
Church’s mission to continue the
work of Jesus

Forming the Heart
• Appreciate that seeking God’s
forgiveness shows that we want
a closer relationship with him
• Learn how praising God honors
him and gives us joy
• Understand that following Jesus
is the Way to eternal life
• Recognize how our families and
parishes show us what it means
to be close to Jesus and how to
become more like him

Forming the Heart
• Honor Jesus as the Word of God
sent by the Father to know him
and his plan for us
• Explore the relationship between
the Profession of Faith and our
identity as God’s child, Jesus’
brother or sister, and the temple
of the Holy Spirit
• Create and offer prayers
modeled on the Prayer of the
Faithful

Forming the Heart
• Understand that Jesus is God’s gift
to us
• Deepen the awareness that the
Eucharist is the source and summit of
our Catholic life
• Understand that we are called to
offer our lives to God the Father by
following and worshipping Jesus
• Foster a sense of wonder and awe in
response to Jesus’ sacrifice of love

Forming the Heart
the Heart
They help us Forming
grow stronger
as the
• Acquire the practices necessary to
• Deepen our commitment to our
Body
prepare to receive the gift
of theof Christ.baptismal call to bring Christ to the
Eucharist
world through prayer and loving one
another Jesus
in word and action
the Sacraments,
• Develop a disposition ofIn
wonder
and
• Grow in our commitment to
awe in response to the gift
of the
continues
to teach
and
Eucharist
participate in Mass each Sunday so
speak
thatto
we receive the grace necessary
• Increase the desire to receive
thehis Word
Eucharist
us. Jesus tells to make our relationship with God
our first priority
• Believe in the Real Presence of Jesus
us how we are
• Anticipate not only the joy of
in the Eucharist and its power to
receiving our First Communion but
to live.
transform us
every time we receive

Praise of Divine Goodness Psalm
103:1–5a; The Commissioning of
the Disciples Matthew 28:16–20

Remission of Sin Psalm 32:1, 5,
10–11; The Washing of the
Disciples’ Feet John 13:4–5, 12–15

The Great Commandment

Scripture

Deuteronomy 6:4–7; The Feeding of
the Five Thousand Mark 6:34–42

For God So Loved the World John
3:16–17; Vows and Blessings Numbers
6:13–16, 22–26

The Bread of Life Discourse John 6:32–
33, 35; The Last Supper Luke 22:14–15,

Catechism
References

441–445, 1213, 1265–1270

440, 456–459, 1337, 1846–1848,
2182

73, 151, 241, 1088, 1154, 1349

602, 613, 1182, 1350–1351, 1362–1368

1352–1355, 1373–1377, 1382–1388

Meet Jesus

The Son of God

The Way

The Word of God

The Lamb of God

The Sacraments of Initiation

The Introductory Rites

The Liturgy of the Word

The Liturgy of the Eucharist—
A Sacrifice Is Offered

The Sign of the Cross

The Crucifix

The Book of Gospels

The Altar

We Live in Covenant with God
Holy Water Fonts Before Mass begins, go inside your church. Find

all of the holy water fonts. This is where holy water is kept.
Draw the inside of your church. Mark where the fonts are located.

Session
Outcomes

You might notice that the holy water fonts are all located near
something similar. Why do you think that is?

Disciples Sharing After
Mass, ask the priest for
home. Or
some holy water to take
are any
ask the parish staff if there
have.
holy water bottles you may
discuss a special place
family,
a
As
water.
you could keep the holy
could
What are some times you
bless yourselves?

Next, mark where the baptismal font (the place
where people are baptized) is in your diagram.

Session videos, games, multimedia glossary,
Sunday readings and backgrounds, Sacrament
FAQs, reflections, and more at sacraments.osv.com

Rite Focus
Catholic
Signs &
Symbols

CG16 Encounter with Christ
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First Proof

An effective catechesis rightly
places the Sacraments in the
midst of the Body of Christ,
the community of faith. The
Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy reminds us, “The
purpose of the sacraments is
to sanctify men, to build up
the body of Christ, and, finally,
to give worship to God” (59).
Child Book features and
activities bring the family
into the formation and draw
the child into their parish
community. The unique family
components in Encounter with
Christ connect what is learned
to family and parish life.

17–20

The Light of the World Matthew 5:14–16;

The Appearance on
the Road to
God’s
Word
Emmaus
Luke 24:13–19, 25–33, 35

How Often Must We Forgive? [Jesus
said,] “For 1243,
where
two or three are gathered
1378–1379, 1391–1398
together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.” Then Peter approaching
The Bread of Life
The Light of the World
asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against
me, how often
must I forgive
him?
As many
The Liturgy of the Eucharist: The
The Concluding
Rites—We
Are Blessed
Eucharistic Prayer and Holy Communion
as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say
to you, not seven times but seventy-seven
times.” Matthew 18:20–22
The Bread and Wine

The Paschal Candle
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God’s pedagogy is
structured, systematic, and
comprehensive. In salvation
history, God reveals himself to
humanity gradually as people
are able to understand. And
one revelation builds upon the
next, until revelation reaches
its fullness in the person
of Jesus Christ. There is a
discipline to the Christian life.
In fact, the root of the word
discipline is “disciple.”

Revised Digitals

us his life. He gives us his grace. This helps
us grow deeper in our love for God and for
one another. The Sacraments help us
to grow in faith, love, and holiness.
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The pedagogy of God is
relational, familial, and
communal. God reveals
himself as a communion
of Divine Persons—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit—and
creates human beings to be in
communion with one another.
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Encounter with Christ is
a structured, systematic
approach to formation for the
Sacraments. Using the order
of the rites themselves, the
child is gradually formed in the
understanding of the signs and
meanings of our sacramental
celebration.
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The pedagogy of God is
perpetual. Isaiah 55:11 states,
“So shall my word be that
goes forth from my mouth; It
shall not return to me empty,
but shall do what pleases
me, achieving the end for
which I sent it.” God’s truths
are handed on through the
generations in the forms of
Sacred Scripture and Sacred
Tradition, which is the living
memory of the Church. God’s
covenants do not end, but
come to greater fulfillment
and realization.
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Through the Sacraments, we
are given grace to go forth
and live the Gospel in our
families, parish, school, and
larger community. Encounter
with Christ helps children
reflect on practical ways to
live as disciples, drawing
upon the grace received in
the Sacraments.

The Way God Teaches: Divine Pedagogy CG19
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